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Welcome to Chamberfest
Joseph elworthy & ian parKer, co-artistic directors

Often described as a ‘conversation between friends’, the study of 

chamber music enables a unique platform for young musicians to 

come together and play as one; to listen, lead, follow, and respond 

to one another. 

Vancouver Academy of Music’s Sea to Sky Chamberfest is an 

intensive, week-long experience in which advanced students are 

placed into chamber groups and prepare repertoire in a fast-paced 

environment. Students will have the opportunity to play side-by-

side with Chamberfest faculty, who will act as both instructors and 

performing members of each ensemble. 

Activities include:

•	 Daily rehearsals and coachings

•	 Chamber music masterclasses with Visiting Artist Jonathan 

Crow, Co-Artistic Directors Ian Parker and Joseph Elworthy, 

and additional Chamberfest faculty

•	 Festival Orchestra

•	 Piano Masterclasses

•	 Performances in VAM’s Koerner Recital Hall and  

West Vancouver’s Kay Meek Centre



Jonathan Crow
Visiting faculty

Jonathan Crow has been Concertmaster of the Toronto Symphony Orchestra 
(TSO) since 2011. A native of Prince George, British Columbia, Jonathan earned 
his Bachelor of Music degree in honours performance from McGill University in 
1998, at which time he joined the Orchestre symphonique de Montréal (OSM) 
as Associate Principal Second Violin. Between 2002 and 2006, Jonathan was the 
Concertmaster of the OSM; during this time, he was the youngest concertmaster 
of any major North American orchestra. Jonathan continues to perform as guest 
concertmaster with orchestras around the world, including the National Arts 
Centre Orchestra (NACO), Pittsburgh Symphony, Mahler Chamber Orchestra, 
Filarmonia de Lanaudiere, and Pernambuco Festival Orchestra (Brazil). Jonathan 
has also performed as a soloist with most major Canadian orchestras, including 
the Montreal, Toronto, and Vancouver Symphony Orchestras; the National Arts 
Centre and Calgary Philharmonic Orchestras; the Victoria, Nova Scotia, and 
Kingston Symphonies; and Orchestra London, under the baton of such conductors 
as Charles Dutoit, Sir Yehudi Menuhin, Sir Andrew Davis, Peter Oundjian, Kent 
Nagano, Mario Bernardi, João Carlos Martins, and Gustavo Gimeno.

In 2016, Jonathan was named Artistic Director of Toronto Summer Music, which 
enjoyed record attendance and rave reviews in his first three seasons. An avid 
chamber musician, he has performed at chamber music festivals throughout 
North America, South America, and Europe, including the Banff, Ravinia, 
Orford, Domaine Forget, Seattle, Montreal, Ottawa, Incontri in Terra di Sienna, 
Alpenglow, Festival Vancouver, Pernambuco (Brazil), Giverny (France), and 
Strings in the Mountains festivals. He is a founding member of the JUNO Award–
winning New Orford String Quartet, a project-based ensemble dedicated to the 
promotion of standard and Canadian string quartet repertoire throughout North 
America. 



Fees, Repertoire, 
& Schedule

Fees 

$30 non-refundable application fee.

$850 non-refundable tuition fee. Formal acceptance into the program will 
be conditional on the receipt of tuition fees paid in full. 

$350 homestay fee. Only applicable to visiting students participating in 
VAM’s Homestay Program.  

repertoire

In an assigned chamber group, students will prepare a complete work 
and a selection from VAM’s Peter Lang Chamber Music Library. 

schedule

Daily Rehearsals, Aug 8-12
•	 9:30am check-in
•	 6:00pm check-out (Aug 12 late check-out following concert)

Performances, Aug 12-14
•	 Friday, 7:30pm - Concert 1 at VAM (Koerner Recital Hall)
•	 Saturday, 2:00pm - Concert 2 at VAM (Koerner Recital Hall)
•	 Saturday, 7:30pm - Spotlight Concert at Kay Meek Centre
•	 Sunday, 2:00pm - Concert 3 at VAM (Koerner Recital Hall)

Exact schedule is subject to change. 

Performances may be offered in modified formats in accordance with  
Public Health Orders and Guidelines. 



Admissions
Audition Deadline: May 4

Admission requirements

•	 Recommended for ages 13 or older with previous chamber music 
experience

•	 A high level of performance as demonstrated through the audition 
video 

Audition process

•	 An audition consists of a video recording with the student 
performing two contrasting selections (maximum 20 minutes 
combined duration). Piano accompaniment is not required.

•	 Videos are to be uploaded to a file-sharing platform of the applicant’s 
choosing (such as DropBox, Google Drive, or YouTube). Privacy 
settings must be set so that anyone with the link may view the video. 

•	 When the audition is ready, visit vam.ca/chamberfest and complete 
the audition form on or before May 4.

•	 Applicants may make requests regarding other students they would 
like to play with and/or repertoire they would like to perform. These 
requests will be carefully considered but are not guaranteed. 

oFFers & AcceptAnce

•	 Successful applicants will be issued an offer of admission. 
•	 Once the non-refundable tuition fee is paid in full, participants will 

receive formal acceptance into the program, followed by repertoire 
assignments and a copy of the parts. 

•	 Participants are expected to arrive at the first rehearsal with their 
individual part fully prepared. 



Health & Safety
VAM holds the health and safety of its community as the highest 
priority. VAM will continue monitoring provincial regulations and 
recommendations in addition to reviewing its own COVID-related 
protocols and procedures  in response to ongoing public health 
developments. 

At VAM’s discretion, Chamberfest may be subject to policies and 
procedures including, but not limited to:
•	 Face masks/coverings worn during all Chamberfest activities
•	 Social distancing
•	 Restricted attendance at performances




